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WSNA Legislative Talking Points
Please Support HB 2104/SB 5950 – Governor’s 2024-25 Supplemental Operating Budget, and the other three bills:   AEA testified OTHER in House Appropriations and Senate Ways and Means on January 8 and 9, respectively.

 Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) ($30M)
· Fully funds the expansion of WA’s participation in the CEP program allowing all eligible schools to participate in this federal program.
· Participation fluctuates so funding must be stable based on meals served vs. a set amount each biennium.
· All students in those schools qualifying for CEP now eat for free.
Please Support HB 2089/SB 5949 – Gov’s 2024-25 Supplemental Capital Budget and the other three bills; AEA testified PRO in Senate Ways and Means and House Capital Budget on Jan. 11 on both proposed Capital Budgets.

Healthy Kids/Healthy Schools Grant ($13M)
· Funds playground equipment, kitchen equipment and upgrades, T-12 lighting fixtures and replacement of lead pipes and drinking water fixtures.
HB 2058/SB 5964 – Increasing Student Access to Free Meals Served at Public Schools (Riccelli/Nobles)
· Requires all districts, charter schools and state-tribal education compact schools to provide breakfast and lunch to all requesting students, beginning in SY 2024-25.
· Funding for AP and National Board Certification bonuses are adjusted.
· When implemented this bill would help accelerate learning and family food security, and help eliminate the stigma around school meals, as well as help eliminate significant meal debt.
· Current Status: House Appropriations – Jan. 22; Senate Early Learning/K-12 – Jan. 8
HB 2180 – Increasing the Special Education Funding Cap (OFM Request) (Callan)
· Increases the special education funding cap from 15% to 17.25%

· Would enable districts whose spec ed enrollment is above 15% to help fund their students’ program with State dollars, and enable those districts to use their levy dollars on non-basic education needs

· Current Status:  House Appropriations – Public Hearing – Jan. 17
SB 5873 – Providing Adequate and Predictable Student Transportation

(Wellman)
· Adjusts the current transportation allocation formula to include basic and special passenger counts, defined by OSPI, and total sum of miles driven.
· Provides 100% reimbursement to districts for expenses which serve special passengers and student’s going to skills centers.
· For districts contracting transportation services with a private company, health and retirement benefits for their employees must be fully funded by the State.
· Current Status: Senate Ways & Means - Public Hearing -  Jan. 23
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